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By Mark Dawson 
All Pictures of Josh by Steve Abramowitz 

 
unday May 17, 2015, I arrived at Baltimore Streetcar 
Museum around 12:30 P.M., dressed to work on car 
#554.  I first stopped by the dispatcher’s office to 

inform someone of something of importance, only to be 
shouted down before completing my sentence.  It was 
Ed Amrhein and Ray Cannon, trying to get my attention.  
Then, Ed dropped the bomb. 
 
“Your buddy Josh passed away this morning.”  As 
impossible as it seemed, my emotional defense 
mechanisms latched on.  I said something like, “whoa, 
that’s odd, I just saw him yesterday at the track project at 
the freight shed.  That’s bizarre.”  I booked out the 
door, headed for the car house.  I started working on 
the final bench end of car #554, to finish what member 
Mel Boteler had nearly finished.  Keeping as busy as 
possible so as not to let it sink in or cause my mind to 
overthink the—well maybe it was this or that?  As I 
scraped off the final #554 silver leaf logo, it occurred to 
me that Josh WAS my closest Track Gang, Blues Music, 
a good time rail fan story and part-time going out friend I 
had.  Whenever he called for a track project, no matter 
where or what time or place or what the task, I was ready 
to go.  If it was track relaying at the Illinois Railway 
Museum (I.R.M.) in 1999, I went.  For the McLean 
Loop Building at the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum 
(P.T.M.) in March 2004, I went.  For a track extension 
on a two-foot narrow gauge railway in Maine, I went.  If 
it was Muddy Waters in Baltimore, we went. 
 
One time in July 1976, he arranged a track work weekend 
I could not resist.  The Nighthawks were playing on July 
4th weekend of 1976, near the Seashore Trolley 
Museum.  There was a cookout on the balcony in Bar 
Harbor on the 4th, with all the little fishing boats with 
their one cylinder engines out in the harbor with the 

fireworks reflecting off the surface of the water.  It was 
so cool. 
 
There were more trips to I.R.M., Shoreline Trolley 
Museum in East Haven, Connecticut, P.T.M., National 
Capitol and the last big job to fetch car #7303 out of 
Cloudcroft, New Mexico, right after the attacks of 
September 11, 2001, without being able to take ANY 
tools on the plane.  That was our crew’s shining 
moment.  How B.S.M. can achieve every goal like to 
dislodge and acquire that car without anything other than 
our wits, makes me proud to be on this MISSION 
IMPOSSIBLE or the “A Team.”  The A Team, if you 
don’t remember, was Chris Howell, John Engleman, 
Josh and I.  We had Chris McNally at the nerve center 
providing us with legal backup besides our smoke and 
mirrors there to keep the local law off guard. 
 
Thanks to Josh, our museum recovered all of 28th Street 
Loop (now known as Josh Loop) from West Baltimore 
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and was the spearhead to get it installed and operational 
to our trolley line.  He recently was instrumental in 
acquiring the entire straight girder rail from the Seat 
Pleasant Loop, outside of Washington DC.  This loop 
was used for only three years just like our 28th Street 
Loop and both are almost identical in design.  Josh had 
supplied an air compressor tractor, which is now at 
B.S.M.  He also provided a switch tamper, also at 
B.S.M., various track tools and above all, knowledge that 
he gained from years on Amtrak, the Washington Metro 
and Maryland's M.T.A.  He helped longtime friend Tom 
Hunter get a job with Amtrak as well as our Chief 
Dispatcher, Carl Merson 
 
My first track job that Josh asked me to attend was in 
1974.  I had closed the pizza department at Pappy’s 
Pizza Westview and drove afterwards to his house on 
Georgia Avenue in Silver Spring to crash for the night.  
This was after drinking beer at Pappy's after closing.  
Duh.  With cats running all over me all night and the call 
to worship track at 6 A.M., we were off to Benning Road 
and Kenilworth Avenue.  We were to assist the East 
Washington Railroad in dismantling an interlocking 
siding that was near East Washington.   It was formerly 
the rail the Chesapeake Beach Railroad had with Capitol 
Transit to exchange coal trains to feed the trolley system 
power house just off of Kenilworth Avenue and I-295.  
Capitol transit would send out a trolley-powered 
locomotive down Kenilworth Avenue on a regular basis 
to bring coal cars in to the power plants, located on the 
Benning line’s streetcar trolley tracks. 

Our MISSION IMPOSSIBLE—get the rail, joint bars, 
and copper bounds—and if any of our B.S.M. members 
are caught or killed—the secretary would disavow any 
knowledge of their actions.  It was a bad neighborhood 
even then.  A bit better today, though.  Now at age 19, 
still two hours’ sleep is not enough.  Right across the 
street from this project, was McDonalds (it’s still there) 
that had just started serving breakfast.  So, that helped 
get me going.  It was my first job.  I put on Mr. Safety 
Glasses and held Mr. Chisel on the welded Mr. Copper 
Bond while Josh swings at galaxy forces Mr. Sledge 
Hammer to break Mr. Electric Copper Bond off.  
Down came the hammer.  WHAM!  Just like a 
Hanna-Barbera cartoon character, I was oscillating like a 
spring or bass guitar string for about 30 seconds.  Then 
he says, “I missed.”  We have to do it again.  AGAIN?  
This went on all morning.  Welcome to volunteer 
museum world of track work, Mr. Dawson. 
 
Not wanting to be the 105-pound track gang weakling, I 
stuck with it because Josh was The Man.  I learned that 
day and following track jobs that I needed to be ready 
any day, anytime, to be anywhere for any job.  The good 
part about that is none of us were alone.  Josh and some 
other experienced friends of his were there to fill us in 
with what us—the newbies, didn’t know or how we were 
going to attack a problem that other non-rail people 
would whimper and scourer away into the woods.  
Other great guys that come to mind … Tom Hunter and 
on the plaque, David Shore and Bill Young. 
 
Another great trip was to Maine via Boston.  After I got 
off the train in Boston, having missed the first one, I 
went straight to The Bull and Finch (n/k/a Cheers), then 
off to the House of Blues to meet up with Josh and I 
think … Tom Hunter to see the Knighthawks … 
AGAIN … then drive to Maine.  Josh was my 
introduction to the Blues.  He gave me several tapes that 
I played at weekend work sessions when I had a real job 
and all the guys there were just flat out amazed at this 
new music.  They wanted more.  I still have them in my 
car to this day after 25 years.  It was really cool stuff. 
 
Josh was one of two that I was told by my Missuses that 
I could invite from the museum to my wedding.  Only 
two seats were left, after all of her friends and family for 
the reception. 
 
Like Tom Hunter, the three of us spoke in a special 
language learned from Track … The China Syndrome if 
you’ve been there. 
 
Then, he married Chana introduced to him by his Rabbi 
… a very lovely lady.  On one visit to B.S.M., she 
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climbed a hill and helped us cut down a tree.  “Could 
she spike ties?” I wondered.  Josh has also helped a 
younger member, recently new to the museum, get 
acclimated to the world of track work.  On Saturday 
May 16, he was training Justin Voelker running the 
museum’s backhoe called “Big Jim.”  Justin has been a 
regular to the crew in the last year or so. 
 
Josh was my go to guy on what was really going on in the 
Middle East.  He had the inside scoop on everything.  I 
learned a bit about that whole situation. 
 
As time went on, 41 years later, we were feeling the aches 
of swinging spike maws to hammer in spikes. The ties 
seem harder.  Or, was it us?  Josh was still telling jokes 
about the Greaseman on DC-101 back in the day and our 
listening to his railroad stories that never got old.  I have 
laughed my butt off at over the hundreds of railroad 
oriented-stories and jokes over the last 41 years. 
 
As all of you know, Josh was a master storyteller, 
hands-down.  Whether it was the “chocolate pizza 
story;” the “borough crane tie bundle dropping accident 
on that bridge story;” the “Cabin John Loop story;” the 
“Joe Gesernanplatt story;” the “Committee to scrap the 
J” story (which he told to us on May 16 at our Subway 
lunch break) or “the back hoe missing its muffler in the 
New York train tunnel press interview story,” “the “Tom 
Hunter first day on Amtrak story,” was  my favorite.  I 
can go on and on for days.  He promised to write a book 
of this but now it is word of mouth. 
 
My best friend is gone for whatever reason.  I choose to 
keep thinking of those stories so he lives on, expecting a 
call from him any day.  When I would answer the phone 
with my “Yellow,” he would loudly say “Julius!”  I knew 
… here comes another track job somewhere awful and it 
will rain and be hot, humid and miserable.  He’s gone 
for whatever reason, you can decide or choose not. 

“... got a mortgage on my body, got a lien on my soul … traveling 
Riverside Blues.”  (Robert Johnson, 6/20/1937) 
 
(More pictures of Josh follow on pages five and six.) 
 

FORTY-NINE YEARS AGO 
By James Genthner 
 
On June 19, 1956, buses replaced streetcars of the #19 
line.  The last car left Parkville Loop sometime after 
4:00 in the morning.  Rail fans Ted Von Eiff, Senior and 
Junior, were on hand for the final scheduled trip.  They 
may have been the only fans there.  In addition, cars of 
the #15 line were cut back to Walbrook Junction and 
#19 buses took over the Windsor Hills route.  The #15 
line would not resume operations to Windsor Hills until 
the early morning of November 3, 1963 when the line 
was changed over to bus operation. 
 
This marked the end of Harford Division as a rail 
division.  The Baltimore Transit Company (B.T.C.) 
began operating the #19 line out of the Kirk Division, 
but as a separate division.  Harford Division operators 
could not bid on Kirk runs.  The B.T.C. worked to 
convert Harford into a bus facility and Harford reopened 
in June of 1957.  It was closed by Maryland Transit 
Administration sometime in the early 1990’s.  As a side 
note, the stainless steel “BSM” letters on the Falls Road 
side of the Museum’s car house came from the Harford 
Division. 
 
The end of service on Harford Road resulted in the 
closure of the Inglewood Loop.  The Bayonne Avenue 
(Hamilton) Loop had been previously closed for a few 
years.  A number of “death dealing pylons” were also 
eliminated on Harford Road.  This also meant the end 
of the delightful stretch of private right of way on the 
western edge of Clifton Park. 
 
Buses continued to use the Parkville Loop.  The #53 
Carney line was blended into the #19, but I am not sure 
if that occurred with the June schedule or the September 
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schedule.  Long-time N.R.H.S. and subsequently B.S.M. 
member, Bob Janssen, now had a single seat ride from 
Carney to his work at the B&O Railroad. 
 
The eastern end of the #16 bus line was morphed into 
the #19 line which became the #19 
Harford-Garrison-Broadway bus line.  The western end 
of the #16 line became a rush hour only operation 
between Madison and Cloverdale Avenues and Charles 
and Baltimore Streets.  This pathetic shuttle would be 
abandoned a year or two later.  Since #15 line cars still 
operated out of Belvedere Division, rail service would 
continue between Walbrook Junction and the Belvedere 
Loop until January 14, 1960. 
 
The Baltimore Chapter N.R.H.S. sponsored a farewell 

trip over the rails being abandoned using P.C.C. #7359, 

with Carvey Davis at the controls.  This was the last 

time that a fan trip was operated over an entirely 

abandoned car line, except possibly when B.S.M.’s car 

#7407 ventured out of the Irvington Car House to the 

Irvington Loop and back, after service on the #8 line was 

considered abandoned on November 3, 1963.  The trip 

started at Lombard and Hanover Streets, if I remember 

correctly, around 1:00 P.M.  The car went to the 

Parkville, Belvedere and Windsor Hills Loops, although 

in what order I do not remember.  Car #7359 is 

pictured at the Parkville Loop on the previous page. 

 

I recall our car passing by Harford Division and seeing 

the P.C.C.s all parked on the outside storage yard.  Soon 

afterward, B.T.C. began its first major housecleaning of 

P.C.C. cars, which sent a large number of cars (mostly 

Westinghouse equipped) and the one-and-only Brilliner 

to Boston Iron and Metals Company in Curtis Bay. 

 

The Sunpapers covered this trip and the paper’s 

photographer took two pictures in which my mother and 

I were shown.  One picture was not used and did not 

appear in print until somewhere around 2000 in a Sun 

publication.  By that time, my eleven-year old self had 

become a 56-year old man and my mother was deceased. 

 

This was the first time that I met noted rail fan Kenneth 
Morse who provided me with a lot of information about 
streetcar operation in Baltimore.  The Cleveland native 
came to Baltimore around 1936 or 1937 to work for the 
newly formed Social Security Administration as a 
translator.  There were enough Garrison Boulevard 
pull-out and pull-in trips to allow Mr. Morse to ride 

streetcars from his Fernhill Avenue residence to his work 
downtown for a few more years. 
 
Service on the bus operated #19 line was largely 
provided by General Motors model TDH 5105 diesel 
coaches, which were 102 inches wide and could seat 51 
passengers.  These coaches were mostly numbered in 
the 1800-number series.  They featured the “air 
suspension” ride. 
 
The flyer handed out on the fan trip noted that with the 
conversion of the #19 line, only three B.T.C. car lines 
remained.  All would be gone in a little over seven years 
later. 
 

TWO 
BELLS 

By Jerry Kelly 
 
In many past Two Bells, readers have been invited to 
contribute something that brings back even more 
memories.  In response to the article in the last issue 
about the Jolly Town Trolley, member Bernie Sachs 
provided a story about his own memory of the “play” 
trolley.  Here is his own story. 
 
BAY SHORE PARK’S JOLLY TOWN TROLLEY 
 
The recent lead story in the previous Live Wire issue 
about the obsolete streetcar bodies, which the United 
Railways & Electric Company (UR&E) placed in 
amusement parks owned by it (and possibly other 
locations), reminded me of my childhood encounters 
with the nineteenth-century streetcar car body.  It was 
centrally sited in the picnic grove at Bay Shore Park, 
facing the preserved streetcar terminal shed as well as the 
park beach on the opposite side of and surprisingly close 
to the terminal. 
 
By the time I was two or three, I began spending all or 
portions of many weekends with my maternal 
grandparents, who lived above their little grocery store at 
1000 North Dukeland Street in West Baltimore (between 
Mosher Street and Riggs Avenue).  Though my 
grandfather often opened the store for an hour or two on 
Sunday mornings during the summertime, on many 
Sundays, we spent many long afternoons at Bay Shore. 
 
To any readers who are unfamiliar with that marvellous 
locale, Bay Shore was a combination bathing beach and 
amusement park, constructed in 1906 by UR&E, on a 
peninsula several miles east of Sparrows Point right on 



April-May-June 2015 T$H$E LIVE WIRE Page 5. 
 

the Chesapeake Bay.  It was at the end of a special 
streetcar line built just to serve the park, together with 
the miniscule community of Fort Howard. 
 
First of all, there was just getting there.  Though it might 

have been more romantic (and less aggravating) to take 

the streetcar, on Sundays, beach-bound traffic on the 

narrow roads that led to Bay Shore were always 

horrendous.  Riding the streetcar involved taking #4 to 

downtown; then #26 to Sparrows Point (possibly on 

Sundays, there were thru cars to Bay Shore) and finally, 

the Bay Shore jerkwater at Sparrows Point terminal.  

However, my grandfather, like all good Americans with a 

car, drove. 

 

When I was three and four, we travelled via Eastern 

Avenue.  My rail-besotted brain was always impressed 

by the ancient Highlandtown car barn on Eastern 

Avenue between Haven and Grundy Streets (not the 

newer barn at Lombard and Haven Streets).  However, 

with opening of the Orleans Street Viaduct, to my 

disappointment, we bypassed the congestion of Eastern 

Avenue which bore its way through a serious of railroad 

underpasses east of Grundy Street and its old-fashioned 

car barn.  

 

By either route, after what seemed like hours of 

bumper-to-bumper traffic, we would arrive at Bay Shore.  

Though I loved the time spent at the beach there, I loved 

even more the old streetcar in the picnic grove and 

remember spending hours and hours “driving” the 

beautiful old work of art.  I firmly believe it was perfect 

training for my adventures as a motorman at B.S.M., 

even though it never moved an inch. 

 

Are there any pictures of the car?  Does anyone know its 

number? 

 

A FAVORITE OF MINE 
By James Genthner 
 

Josh was one of my favorite Baltimore Streetcar Museum 

members.  He was at one time active in the National 

Capital Trolley Museum, but soon migrated to Falls 

Road where he became active in track work.  Josh liked 

track work and became a professional track foreman for 

Amtrak.  He brought his considerable skills to the 

Museum and was responsible for the improvements in 

our rail line.  Josh also helped at the Illinois Railroad 

Museum and shared his knowledge with track people at 

other museums. 

 

Josh had a wonderful dry sense of humor.  He could 
come up with some quick “zingers.”  Sometimes, I 
think that if he had been on Seinfeld, the show would still 
be in production. 
 
He must have come naturally to rail fanning as I 
remember him showing us some interesting black and 
white movies of the Kenilworth, Benning, and Seat 
Pleasant streetcar lines taken by his father.  Josh lived in 
Wheaton growing up. 
 
Josh was an enthusiastic supporter of the State of Israel 
and frequently traveled there.  He e-mailed me pictures 
of the construction and the operation of the Jerusalem 
light rail line. 
 
He liked “speeders” and would join other enthusiasts in 
running the cars over selected rail lines.  Small speeders 
were used routinely to inspect the many miles of track 
for defects.  Larger versions would carry half a dozen 
workers and pull a few trailers loaded with spikes and 
tools, to handle track maintenance. 
 
He was very fond of cats and was his own one-man 
rescue group that saved lost and abandoned cats.  A few 
years ago, I called him to help rescue an abandoned cat 
that had taken up residence in my neighborhood. 
 
Josh is survived by his wife Chana, to whom the 
members of B.S.M. family extend their heartfelt 
sympathy.  He certainly will be missed. 
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Looking 

Ahead at 

Your 

Museum 
 
 SATURDAYS UNTIL OCTOBER 31, 2015:  The 

Museum is open on Saturdays. 
 SEPTEMBER 19, 2015: Join us for the Baltimore 

Streetcar Museum’s Members Day and Annual 
Meeting.  We guarantee that you will have a great 
time.  Besides the obligatory Annual Meeting, 
there will be plenty of opportunities for you to try 
operating a streetcar under the tutelage of one of 
our instructors.  What’s more, there will be fine 
food and good fellowship.  You should soon be 
receiving a mailing about all of this, if not already. 

 OCTOBER 18, 2015: The Chesapeake Region of 
the Antique Automobile Club of America will be 
making their annual fall visit to the Museum.  If 
you have never been to one of these car shows … 
shame on you!  Many of the automobiles on 
display are contemporaries of our streetcars.  
The Chesapeake Region celebrates its sixtieth 
anniversary this year.  For more information 
about the club itself, visit their website at 
CHESAPEAKEAACA.ORG. 

 OCTOBER 24, 2015: Bring your children, 
grandchildren, nieces and nephews to the 
Museum’s second annual Halloween Pumpkin 
Patch, from Noon until 5:00 P.M.  (The last 
streetcar leaves at 4:30 P.M.)  Admission will be 
$8.00 for all children under twelve and $10.00 for 
all others.  We are sorry, but no passes or 
discount coupons will be honored at this event. 

 DECEMBER 12, 13, 19 & 20:  Santa Claus makes 
his annual visit to the Museum on his Santa’s 
Streetcar from Noon until 5:00 P.M.  (The last 
streetcar leaves at 4:30 P.M.)  Admission will be 
$8.00 for all children under twelve and $10.00 for 
all others.  We are sorry, but no passes or 
discount coupons will be honored at this event.  
A flyer about Santa’s Streetcar will be included in 
the next issue of The Live Wire. 

 DECEMBER 27, 2015:  This is last day the 
Museum will be open until March 6, 2016.  As 
mentioned in the last Live Wire, the Museum will be 
closed for all public operations as well as all 
Museum rentals, during the months of January 
and February.  Volunteer activities (such as 
maintenance projects, restoration and the library 
committee) are not affected. 

 MOST SATURDAYS: Come on down and volunteer 
to help with lots of work that needs to be done 
around your Museum.  We always can use the 
help.  Be sure to wear your old work clothes.  
Lunch is usually at SubwaySM in Hampden, Hon. 

The 

President’s 

Message 
By John J. O’Neill, Jr. 

 
Well, after a cold and wet winter, we have been 

blessed by a hot and wet summer!  Flooding rains 

and winds have affected the Museum so far this 

summer.  Hopefully, it will clear up for us and our 

visitors soon.  Lots of activities are underway 

including the finishing touches on car #554’s 

restoration that should be complete by the annual 

meeting in September.  The shop is continuing to 

work on keeping the cars operating but it seems that 

each week we experience more issues.  Hard work by 

our staff of volunteers keeps things rolling but 

requires lots of effort and juggling of work 

assignments and plans. 

 

Elsewhere in this edition of the The Live Wire is 

information and tributes to one of our early, 

consistent and dedicated volunteers, Josh Lepman.  

Josh was a real unsung hero for all the work that he 

did on the Museum’s trackage over the years.  It 

would be difficult, if not impossible, for us to operate 

the cars in the manner we do now without his hard 

work and expertise in rail right-of-way construction 

and repairs.  He will really be missed by all of us, but 

especially the track gang that he “coached” for so 

many years. 

 

New activities at the Museum include the 

refurbishing of our displays and signage as 

recommended by the consultants sent to us by the 

Baltimore City Heritage Area folks.  I am planning a 

grant application for some new and innovative 

additions and renovations, both inside and outside of 

the Visitors Center.  We also are seeking a definitive 

estimate on the restoration of car #3828, which will 

be our next major work after car #554 is restored to 

service.  In the meantime, work on the repair of car 

#1050 is continuing as well, so there is no shortage of 

projects for all of us to be involved in.  Why not 

come on down to the Museum and participate? 
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It seems hard to believe that half of 2015 has now passed.  As thoughts turn to 
summer vacations and outdoor barbecues, activity at the museum has once again 
surged forward.  A section of new track has been installed at the south end of the 
shop.  This track has been set to Philadelphia gauge to await the arrival of another 
Philly work car.  Back in car house, restoration work has resumed on car #554.  Dave 
Wilson, Buster Hughes, Mark Dawson, Mel Boteler and Abe Zumwalt have been 
working to strip old paint, clean up various fittings and install various parts and pieces.  
The car body was recently lowered onto and reattached to the truck.  Work on the car 

proceeds every weekend with the goal of having the car at least operational by Members Day.  All the work being 
done on #554 has put the restoration of car #1050 on hold.  ☼☼☼☼  As mentioned in Looking Ahead at Your 
Museum, the Museum is now open on both Saturday and Sunday (until the end of October).  Feel free to visit and 
enjoy a ride on open-air car #1164.  When you visit be sure to stop at the ticket window to obtain a transfer from the 
Dispatcher by showing your membership card.  If you are a new member and have not yet received a membership 
card, see me in the Museum Store.  I keep a record of all paid members (that I know of) so I can vouch for you.  
☼☼☼☼  Brownell anyone?  The Museum collection includes three streetcars built by the Brownell Car Company 
of Saint Louis.  These are car #554 (from 1896), car #1050 (from 1898) and car #264 (from 1900).  There are only 
eight Brownell cars known to exist.  Recently B.S.M. had a fourth Brownell on the property … long time member 
Michael Brownell visited us.  I wonder if any other trolley museum has had a member with same last name as one of 
the streetcar manufacturers.  ☼☼☼☼  Baltimore had some cars built by the Jackson & Sharp Company, but none 
has survived.  I do not think B.S.M. has ever had a member with the name of Sharp but member Walter Jackson 
certainly qualifies as the other half.  (So does that give us 1½ points?)  A few years ago, B.S.M. had several members 
who were related to J. G. Brill … the company that built so many of Baltimore’s streetcars.  ☼☼☼☼  Member 
Logan Tracy hosted another fund raising event on May 2, 2015.  Participants paid $20.00 to ride and guest operate 
cars all afternoon.  The event raised a respectable chunk of change that was earmarked for the restoration of car 
#3828.  Once car #554 is complete, car #3828 will get some serious consideration for the next major project.  This 
113-year old veteran has been out of service for more than 20 years.  It needs a lot of new woodwork including corner 
posts and some side panels, which will likely require some outside assistance to repair or replace.  ☼☼☼☼  So 
much for my rambling.  I am running out of things to say, so it is time to go. 

THE BALTIMORE STREETCAR MUSEUM, INC. 
POST OFFICEBOX 4881  BALTIMORE, MARYLAND  21211 
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